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MpueeT! And welcome to episode 29 of Russian Made Easy. In today's podcast
we're going to master the sixth and final verb conjugation in Russian. |
mentioned this at the end of the last episode: Did you figure out which one we're
missing?

First start by repeating this word:

OHM

What does it mean? Well, here's the set up: You see the neighbors across the
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street, the Johnsons, pull into their driveway and get out of their minivan. Ask
your roommate, "Did the Johnson's take a trip?" And she says...
[a. OHu 6binn B lucHennexae.

She said, "Yes, oHun were at Disneyland."

So, oHu is one of the Russian words for "they." By now, it's no surprise that it
rhymes with all those other plural forms. Try saying:

You guys, we, they
Bbl...Mbl...OHU

Nor is it a surprise that oHu rhymes with the past tense, plural form of the verb.
Listen...

They were...
OHU ObINW...

How would you say:They wanted pizza.
OHun xoTenu nuuuy.

They bought a car.
OHM Kynnnu maLluuvHy.

They said hi.
OHun ckaszanu Npuser.

He said, she said, they said
OH ckasarn, oHa ckasana, OHWM ckasanu

They gave me a present.
OHn ganu MHe nogapok.

So, using oHn with the past tense is easy. And for the most part, using the
present tense is easy, too. Let's look for the pattern. First say...

I'll have the pancakes.
A 6yay 6nuHbl.

Now listen as she orders for her relatives....
They'll have pizza.

OHun ByayT nnuuy.



I'll have....they'll have...
A Oyay...oHu oyayT

[ live in Cleveland.
A xuBy B KnueneHge.

They live in Oakland.
OHn xuByT B OKneHge..

| live....they live
A XKuBY...OHN XUBYT

One more time:
A XnBY...OHN XUBYT

| don't know.
A He 3Halo.

Now try saying:They don't know.
OHWM He 3HaloT.

| know....they know.
A 3Halo....0HM 3HaT

One more time:
A 3Halo....OHN 3HalT

So, the plural form in the present tense ends with a "t" sound, and usually you're
just adding it on to the A form. Let's try one more:

| work in an office.
A pabotato B ochuce.

They work in a store.
OHun paboTatoT B MarasuHe.

| work, they work
A paboTato...oHn paboTatoT

A paborato...oHn paboTtatoT



There are some exceptions to this, which we'll get to after this Tip of the Day...

And now, here's your Tip of the Day from Russian Made Easy...

As | mentioned in the last podcast, we now have learned all six verb forms, and
all six grammatical cases. Let's do a quick run-down, first of the verb forms,
using the verb "to know." Say...

| know.
A 3Halo.

Ask your friend:You don't know?
Tbl HE 3HaeLWwb?

Let's ask a stranger on the street:You wouldn't happen to know where the
subway is?
Bbl He 3HaeTe raoe meTpo?

John knows.
[1>KOH 3HaeT.

We don't know.
MbIl He 3HaeM.

And today's form:They know.
OHu 3HatoT.

As | said, that's a huge accomplishment. And really, much more importantly,
you've learned all six of the grammatical cases in Russian. And now that you
know the case endings, just for fun, let's take a look at some of the fancy names
linguists like to use for them. | don't expect you to memorize these. | just want
you to have had some exposure to the terms. Ok, here goes:

Whoever or whatever is doing the action in the Russian sentence is considered
to be in the nominative form. So, for example:

John wants beer.
DKOH X0o4eT nuBeo.

John is doing the action, so his name -- that word "[Ixon" is in the nominative
form.

Now, which word in the following Russian sentence is in the nominative case?



MHe HpaBuTCS nuuua.

In the Russian sentence you just heard, the word pizza is doing the action, so
it's in the nominative case. Nominative is also basically the dictionary form.
When you look up a word in the dictionary, it's going to be in its nominative case.

Next:When you do something to someone or to something, that thing goes into
the accusative case. It's a bizarre term, but what can you do? So..

A xo4uy nuuuy.

The word A is the one doing the action, so it's in the nominative form. And we're
doing something to the pizza, which is why it's in its accusative form: nuuuy.

English, by the way, has remnants of the accusative case. For example, in the
sentence: “I love chocolate.” “I” is the nominative. But we don't say: “Do you love
I?” Right? We need the accusative case for the word “I” which is...“me.” “Do you
love me?”

“She is smart. | love she.”...No! “I love her.” Her is the accusative case of “she.”

Next: The recipient of something, like someone who receives a gift or receives a
phone call, is in the dative case. Again...what kind of name is that? | would've
called it the recipient case. But anyway...

| gave the present to John.

A pan nogapok OXoHy.

John is receiving the gift, so his name has to go into the dative form, which is
[DKORY.

Next:To represent the idea of being in a particular location, the actual location
word has to go into the prepositional case. So...

| live in New York.

A xuBy B Hblo Nopke.

...we add that "yeh" sound to the end of New York, because that word needs to
be in its prepositional form. Hbto Uopke.

Four down, two to go.
Let's talk about the genitive case now.

Remember how we said that the small words, called prepositions, have a big



effect on the words that follow? Well, each little word forces different cases, and
one was this. Listen...

Y MeHs1 eCTb KOLLKA.
Literally we're saying: At me there is a cat.

The word "mMeHs" is actually the genitive form of A, and it was forced into that by
the little word "Y".

Another example: 31o Ixxedd. Y [kedda ectb kBapTupa.
[xedbda Jeff's name is in the genitive case...forced into it by that little word Y.

And finally, there's the instrumental case. Think of this as the "with" case, as in:
| want coffee....with milk.
A xo4y Kodre C MOJTIOKOM.

To say "with milk" the word monoko has to change to monokom.

Or this: They were talking with Robert.
OHu roBopunun c PobepTtom.

The word "Robert" has to go into its instrumental form, which is Po6eptom, with
an "om" at the end.

And that's it. All six grammatical cases in a nutshell. Sorry for covering all this so
lightly. | just wanted to do the briefest overview, so that the names of the cases
are no longer foreign to you.So, why was this the tip of the day? Well, my tip is --
as you continue to use Russian and learn Russian beyond this podcast -- try to
keep these cases in mind. Not the names, so much, as the underlying
principle for each one.For example, if you know that the word for "jam" is a
cognate:

KEM

...you can then try to speak grammatically if you're in a cafe trying to order
pancakes with jam.

| would say:

A 6yay 6nuHbl C mKeMoM.

If you live in Phoenix, even if you've never heard the word "Phoenix" in its
prepositional form, you can still try to guess the ending. Try saying...



| live in Phoenix.
A xuBy B DUHUKCe.

Alright, before getting back to our new verb form that we've been working with
today, please repeat the following new word:

MEen

What is it? Well, the deliciously sweet, yellow substance that bees make is
called mépa.

So, Mép is the Russian word for honey. And it's clearly related to the English
word "mead"..m-e-a-d.

Mead is basically an alcoholic honey drink. From mead, you get:

MEn,

So imagine you're with your two children in a Russian cafe. Place an order for
them by saying:

They'll have the pancakes with honey.

OHun ByayT 6nmnHLI C MEOOM.

Did you remember to put the word "honey" into its instrumental form...the "with"
form?

Try saying: With honey...

C méaoom

As | mentioned earlier, usually we just add a "t" sound to the end of the A form,
to get the OHW form, but not always. Listen to this:

They speak Russian.
OHM roBOPAT NO-PYCCKM.

There's still a "t" at the end, but listen to the difference:

| speak...they speak
£ roBoplto...0HM rOBOPAT

If | were to give you a 2nd tip for the day, it would be this: Don't be afraid to
guess. Don't be afraid to apply the pattern to new situations. Yes, you never
know when there's going to be an exception, but it's no big deal. A native
speaker will understand that you're applying the general pattern, and will gently
correct you. So if you accidentally said:



OHu rosop...10T?
A native speaker would just correct you and say: ['oBopAT
No big deal.

Try asking:Do they speak English?
OHM roBopAT NO-aHrMNNCKN?

And finally, try asking yourself...Do | want to take my Russian to the next level?
If you do, then please go check out either of my next two courses: There's the
newly upgraded Russian Accelerator, a video-based course which you'll use to
become fully conversational. Or, if you're only able to learn through audio, then
you'll love: Russian Made Easy plus.

Those lessons are in podcast format, just like these, but it comes with Lesson
Guides, and Fluency Drills and Immersion Audios. You gotta check it out, so
head over to RussianMadeEasy dot com. Or just send me an email:
mark@russianMadeEasy dot com and I'll send you a link.

Anyway, brace yourself for the final exam coming up in our last podcast, and I'll
see you then.

All Rights Reserved
Unique Digital Publishing, LLC 2021


mailto:mark@russianMadeEasy

